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Mission
We drive openness, cultivate public participation, 
9F< KLJ=F?L@=F GMJ F9LAGFӐK <=EG;J9;Q L@JGM?@
public access to high-value government records.

Vision 
Cutting-edge access to extraordinary volumes of 

government information and unprecedented 
engagement to bring greater meaning to the 

American experience.

Values
Collaborate. Innovate. Learn

Supporting the National Archives

Left: Transfer of Charters of Freedom to the National Archives, 
12/13/1952 (National Archives Identifier: 5928179)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5928179


®!Ö!ͨƫ Presidential Libraries

ǒ Initiated by FDR, 1939

ǒ Formalized by Presidential 
Libraries Act of 1955

ǒ Public museum not mandatory, 
discretion of outgoing President

ǒ Land acquisition & construction 
paid by private, non-federal 
sources

ǒ Typically managed by NARA in 
partnership with private 
foundations

ǒ 15 Total (Hoover through Trump)

Left:  Map of NARA Presidential Libraries (National Archives)

https://www.archives.gov/files/presidential-libraries/about/brochure.pdf


Å Opened October 1, 1986

Å 40 million pages of 
written materials

Å 40,000 museum 
objects/artifacts

Å 500,000 photographs

Å 2,500 hours of film, audio 
and video tape

Carter Presidential Library

Right:A portion of the Carter Library archival 
collections as seen from the museum floor (Carter 
Library)



Using Primary Sources

ÅThey make us question where information comes from; encourages 
consideration of original intent and context

Å Images, Film and Audio sources reveal the intangible

ÅAnalyzing multiple documents related to a similar topic allows 
researchers & visitors to consider multiple perspectives

ÅNo single primary source will contain all desired information, prompting 
further inquiry



ĀŜĔƴͨƫ ƴŜĿ ÚĿıƧĿƴ, Jimmy ?

To find the secret to President 
!9JL=JӐKextraordinary life, we 
will discuss his:

Å Early Life(1924-1943)

Å Adult Life(1943-1963)

Å Political Life(1963-1981)

Å Post-Presidency(1981-
Today)

Right: President Jimmy Carter and First Lady Rosalynn 
Carter wave to supporters and others attending an 
Inaugural Ball, 1/20/1977 (National Archives Identifier: 
173391)

https://www.archives.gov/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/173391


Early Life
(1924-1943)

Right: Jimmy Carter with his dog Bozo, 1937 (National Archives Identifier: 593560)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/593560


An Extraordinary Parent?

Lillian Carter

Å Made Jimmy the 1st

President born in a 
hospital

Å Ignored rules of racial 
segregation

Å Volunteered to be a 
nurse in India at the age 
of 68

Å (AEEQӐK  '%%#12 >9F

Left: Lillian Carter on the family farm with daughter 
Ruth, and son Jimmy, Archery, Georgia (Carter 
Library)  Right: Lillian Carter celebrates her son 
(AEEQɃK NA;LGJQ AF L@= ȐȘȖȕ .J=KA<=FLA9D #D=;LAGF
(Carter Library)



An Extraordinary Home?

Å Home construction kit 
ordered from Searsby 
!9JL=JӐK H9J=FLK

Å No running water;
electricity comes later 
OAL@ ,=O "=9DӐKRural 
Electrification Act

Å Now a part of Jimmy 
Carter National 
Historical Park in 
Archer, Georgia

Left: (AEEQ !9JL=JɃK  GQ@GG< &GE= AF J;@=Jȸ
Georgia (Nationalt Park Service)

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/221.html
https://www.nps.gov/jica/index.htm


Hard Work at Home & School?

Right:Jimmy Carter on the family  
farm as a boy (Carter Library)Far 
Right: (AEEQ !9JL=JɃK $AJKL %J9<=
Report Card (Carter Library)

Å OGC= ӑ F &GMJ
 =>GJ= "9QDA?@LӒ
for farm chores
L@9L O=J= ӑcloser 
to the stone age 
than modern 
farmingӒ

Å Consistently 
=9JF=< ӑ Ӓ ?J9<=K
in most subjects

Å An entrepreneur, 
sold peanuts & ice 
cream in town


